ETTON PARISH COUNCIL
9 January 2023
PRESENT: Councillors Holmes (Chairman), Bell, Horton, Stott, Sleight, Ward and Yeo
18 members of the public were also present.

Apologies were received from Ward Councillors Beaumont and Stewart. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – A question was asked about the village beacon shield and it was agreed that Councillor Holmes would collect and store, along with the Christmas tree lights.  There was a discussion regarding the Community Whatsapp Group and it was agreed some basic guidelines should be shared, for example, using direct message for one to one conversations.  A planning application to build dwellings on the land west of 138 Main Street had been submitted, and the applicant explained that the development was a first home scheme, with a design that was in keeping with the layout of the village and produced in accordance with pre-application advice from East Riding of Yorkshire Council.  The applicant answered questions from the public on the application.  Residents raised road safety concerns, flooding concerns and design concerns, and felt that there had been a lack of publicity regarding the planning application.  

1/23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.
2/23 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – Resolved – that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 14th November 2022 should be approved and signed by the Chairman.
3/23 ACTION LOG UPDATE – ERYC had advised that a speed survey had taken place near Cherry Burton Bridge and results were being processed, and that the speed survey for the East End of the Village had been carried forward into 2023/24. ERYC had provided funding to maintain an off-peak bus service in Etton because the existing provider had withdrawn from the existing contract.  The timetable had been advertised and there were no additional services planned.  A contractor had been appointed to resurface Church Way, with costs to be shared between the Parish Council, the Estate and the Church.  The Heritage Weekend was discussed, and Councillor Bell asked whether there would be any security risks.  This was thought not to be the case.
4/23 PARISH COUNCILLOR UPDATE – Councillor Holmes advised that Councillors Widd and Riding had resigned from the Parish Council, and that he had written to thank them for their contributions to the Parish. 

5/23 CORRESPONDENCE – Resolved – i) that the following correspondence should be received by the Council:

· Humber and Wolds Rural Action – Free Membership to YORSwitch Bulk Oil Buying Scheme for some 

· Resident, Path at 84 Main Street

· ERYC, 2 speed surveys deferred to 2023/24

· Resident, Pond Signage re Deep Water

· Residents, Feedback on Christmas Lights Event

· Resident, Fireworks 

· Councillor Riding, Resignation as Councillor
· Councillor Widd, Resignation as Councillor
ii) that the fireworks survey should be repeated for 5th November iii) that additional deep water signs would be placed at the pond.  
6/23 Planning application 22/04000/PLF Land West Of 138 Main Street, Erection of 7 dwellings with associated access and parking - It was noted that the proposed development would be on green land outside of development limits, and that the Parish Council had objected to similar applications in the past, in order to avoid a precedence being set that would allow further development that would irrevocably alter the character of the village.  The developer had argued that the site met the Government’s first home exception site rule, which allowed building outside of development limits.  The meeting debated whether this application should be supported if the exception rule meant that some development in the village was inevitable, as this site would allow the village ribbon feature to be continued.

Resolved – i) That the Parish Council objected to the application because a) it was a significant development on a site in open countryside outside of the village development limits b) the Parish Council did not consider there was a specific need for a first home exception site in this location c) there were insufficient facilities in the village to support the development d) the draft Local Plan was in its final form and no further development has been identified in Etton c) the design was not fully in keeping with the ribbon style of the village because there was shared access e) shared access would cause a number of other highway safety issues f) there were too many properties on the site creating an urban feel g) the development would increase flood risk in the village and ii) the Parish Council would request that the application 
should be determined by the Planning Committee.

7/23 CELBRATING KING CHARLES III CORONATION – Resolved – i) that the Village Picnic would be held on Bank Holiday Monday 8th May at Laburnum Farm to celebrate the King’s Coronation ii) that the residents would be asked if they would like any additions, such as a cake baking competition iii) that a commemorative token would be given to all under 16s in the village and potentially made available to others to purchase from the Parish Council iv) that  an offer from a resident to count the number of children in the Parish, and of  2 residents to help distribute leaflets, would be gratefully accepted.
8/23 CONSIDER INSTALLING A CORONATION BENCH – The Parish Council supported a resident’s suggestion of installing a Coronation bench in the Parish, subject to cost, but noted that there was probably not room at the pond and that a suitable location would need to be found.


Resolved - the Clerk would price up a Coronation bench and Councillors would consider where it might be installed.

9/23 BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2023/24 – The cost of running the Parish street lights had almost doubled in 22/23, and alongside other inflationary pressures, meant that there was a budget deficit in 2023/24 that could not be met by making savings in other areas.  The street lighting costs for 23/24 would not be known until October, but if they rose again the deficit would be increased.  The Clerk advised that there had not been an increase in Parish Council precepts in many years, and recommended a 6.99% increase this year to contribute towards the shortfall.  A 6.99% increase would raise an additional £378 for the Council and cost a Band D tax payer an additional £2.87 a year. 
 
Resolved – That the proposed budget should be approved and the precept set at £6095.    
10/23 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – Resolved – i) that it be noted that the following accounts had been paid by bank transfer:
· Aschcourt, Pond Dredging - £6,000

· Clerk, Reimbursement of Two Poppy Wreaths - £44.98

· HMRC, Clerk PAYE - £106.80

· Clerk, Jubilee Photobook - £24.98

· Clerk, DoxZoo - £22.45

· Clerk , DoxZoo - £39.01

· Clerk, Jubilee Canvas - £37.98

· Mire Beck Nursery, Wildlflowers - £249.50

· Etton Village Hall, Village Hall Hire - Pub Nights Oct - £100.00

· Ark Wildlife Ltd, Wildlife Encouragement Boxed - £145.35

· Stephen Aitcheson, Equipment Hire / Licenses Pub Nights - £63.00

· Clerk, Defib Batteries - £33.98

· Clerk, Reimbursement for Deep Mud / Deep Water Signs - £15.07

· Hotham Family Trust, Payment for Replacement Fence - £350.00

· Mires Beck Nursey, 14 X 5 litre Trees - £210.00

· Resident, Purchase of Copper Beech for Pond, £82.80

· Clerk, Reimbursement refreshments for Xmas Tree Lighting - £110.64

· ERYC, Street Lighting SLA - £2,663.80
and ii) that the following accounts be approved for payment:

· Alan Bravey – January and February Salary - £107.92
· HMRC - £71.20 PAYE
· Cllr Holmes – Xmas Tree £150
and iii) that the following income be noted:

· FCC Communities, Pond Project Reimbursement - £5715.12

· ERYC, Final Pub Night Payment - £380.25

· Residents, Pond Donations - £550

· Church, Poppy Wreath Donation - £30
11/23 AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING – It was noted that the next meeting would take place on Monday 13th March.  

Signed:
_________________________

Dated:
_________________________
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