ETTON PARISH COUNCIL
10 July 2017
PRESENT: Councillors Bell (Chair), Armstrong, Dicconson, Eggleston and Sleight. 
Ward Councillors:  Councillor Pollard attended for Item 56/17
Apologies were submitted from Councillors Gibbs, Holmes Yeo and Widd.
Clerk:  Alan Bravey.
Mr Hobson attended for item 57/17.  There was one member of the public present.
The meeting was held at the Village Hall, Etton.

54/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations made.
55/17 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – It was noted that Minute 45/17 was a duplication of an earlier entry and should be removed.


Resolved – (i) that the minutes of the meeting held on the 8 May 2017 should be amended to remove the duplicate minute 45/17 and then approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
56/17 ISSUES RELATING TO EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE COUNCIL – It was noted that the two damage finger post signs had not yet been repaired by East Riding of Yorkshire Council and that the overgrown hedges at the West of the village had not yet been cut back.  It was also noted that overgrown grass at the junction with the B1248 made it difficult to see oncoming traffic.
Resolved – The Clerk and Councillor Pollard would seek an update on the finger post signs and hedge and would report the overgrown grass at the B1248.
57/17 ETTON MERE INVESTIGATION - Mr Hobson, a retired engineer, had carried out a study of the mere to assist the Council in understanding the fluctuating levels of water.  Etton sits on a large area of Devensian Till, which is impermeable clay.  However, there is also a narrow band of head deposits, made up of sand and gravel, which has a variable permeability.  There were no water courses that routinely discharged into the mere and no outlet to discharge water and yet water levels had increased considerably between May and June 2017.  Mr Hobson therefore surmised that the mere sat within head deposits of sand and gravel and it was the ground water in these deposits that influenced the levels of water in the mere.  If this was the case, then increasing the water level could be achieved by diverting some existing drainage into the mere, although diverting highway drainage could lead to salt pollution.  It was noted that a study involving the monitoring of groundwater levels would be required to confirm these assumptions, which would be at some considerable cost. 

Resolved – (i) that the Parish Council thank Mr Hobson for his interesting and helpful research. 
58/17  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING – Councillor Sleight reported that following a site visit, East Riding of Yorkshire Council had ordered installation of an additional gully on Chantry Lane near Warter Road.   A request had been made for curbing at the junction near the B1248 to protect the verge.  Further to earlier discussions at the Parish Council meeting, drawings had been submitted outlining details of the improved signage on the B1248.

Resolved – (i) To receive the drawings from East Riding of Yorkshire Council and to ask whether they considered putting double yellow lines in the turning into Etton from the B1248 (ii) the Clerk would enquire about the installation of a new gully near to the Rectory / Etton Street sign.
59/17  CORRESPONDENCE– Resolved – (i) that the following correspondence should be received by the Council:

· ERYC - Anti Social Behaviour Statistics

· ERYC - Village Taskforce Schedule 

· ERYC -  Encouraging including Neighbourhood Watch Groups into Community Emergency Plans, and also Parish Council’s forming a NWG

· HWRCC - Invitation for membership renewal - £25

· ERYC – Notes from Parish Council Planning Liaison Office Meetings

ii) that the Parish Council would form a village wide Neighbourhood Watch Group as outlined by East Riding of Yorkshire Council.
60/17 PLANNING MATTERS – It was noted that a planning application for a variation of approved planning conditions at High Farm, Main Street, had been received after the agenda had been produced and so would be dealt with outside of the meeting in accordance with standing orders.

Resolved - that the Parish Council notes the following planning approvals: 
· Notice of Planning Approval Decision - Variation of Condition 18 (vehicular access) and Condition 19 (approved plans - Plot 2) (15/00228/PLF) Erection of a detached dwelling with garage, external and internal alterations and extension to barn to allow use as a dwelling, detached garage to serve Beech Lodge, Main Street and creation of replacement access

· Notice of Planning Approval - Installation of 3 replacement sets of french doors and 2 windows to main house and 3 replacement windows to outbuilding, 68 Main Street, Etton.
61/17 COMMUNITY REVIEW REPORT – The meeting discussed the Community Review Report, which had been compiled following HWRCC attendance at two community events and a questionnaire that had been distributed to every household in the Parish.  It was noted that there was limited feedback from residents and often comments conflicted with other views without identifying a particular consensus.  There were nine themes identified: better Parish Council communication with the community, speeding in the village, maintenance of the village pond, issues regarding mobile phone and internet connectivity, power cuts in the village, lack of community transport, dog fouling, volunteering for community events and availability of a parish playground / play park.  It was agreed that many of these issues, for example, village play area, speeding and dog fouling, had been investigated by the Parish Council in the past and it had not been possible to address the issues.  


Resolved – (i) that the Community Newsletter would be issued every two months and that electronic delivery methods would be explored (ii) that Councillor photos would be taken for the newsletter and considered for the website (iii) that parish minutes will be displayed in the notice board (iv) a joint meeting would be held with the Church and Village Hall to review the outcomes of the consultation (v) that the next newsletter will provide an update on the issues raised in the report that the Parish Council could not progress (vi) the Clerk will speak to ERYC re mobile phone reception (vii) that the Clerk will speak to Northern Powergrid to ascertain the extent of the power outages (viii) that community transport schemes should be promoted (ix) that further consideration be made about siting litter bins on Chantry Lane

62/17 MEET THE VILLAGE EVENT– Councillor Armstrong reported that the village picnic held on the 17th June at Laburnum Farm Barn had been very well attended and considered to have a very successful event.  Positive feedback had received with a request to repeat the event next year.  It was thought the venue contributed to the success along with the demonstration of the threshing machine.  

Resolved – (i) That thanks should be recorded to Councillor and Mrs Sleight for hosting the picnic and to Councillors Armstrong and Gibbs for arranging the event and (ii) that the Parish Council should aim to repeat the event in 2018.  
63/17 WAR MEMORIAL GARDEN – The renovation of the War Memorial Garden was almost complete and the Parish Council agreed that the work had been professional done and the delivered a very attractive garden.  It was noted that the work could be completed at little or no cost to the Parish Council, with volunteers giving their own time, donations made from builders merchants, discounted building fees and a very generous anonymous cash donation from an Etton resident.

Resolved - (i) That the Council would write and thank the three volunteers for their efforts in restoring the garden (ii) that donations should be recognised in an article in the village newsletter and (iii) that a quote should be obtained for re-pointing the wall in the garden.
64/17 VILLAGE WALKABOUT SCHEDULE –  It was noted that the wall identified in the report was in the process of being repaired.   Resolved – (i) That the schedule should be received and actions monitored and (ii) that the Highways Engineer should be asked to confirm that the blocked gully on Chantry Lane was being addressed.    

65/17 CONDITION OF THE VILLAGE DRAINS – A resident had reported that village drains were very overgrown.  It was noted that farmers were not allowed to cut drains in summer months.
Resolved – That because the Parish Council had already written to landowners, the matter should be referred to East Riding of Yorkshire Council.
66/17 CONTENTS OF THE COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER – Resolved – Articles on the community review report and the village picnic would be included in the newsletter.
67/17 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT - Resolved – that the following accounts should be approved for payment:

	
	(£)



	Clerk, Salary July
	49.30

	PAYE July
	33.20

	Etton Village Hall - Crockery Hire Parish Picnic and Rent
	104.00

	War Memorial Works
	240.00

	Cllr Gibbs - Parish Picnic Stationary 
	12.89

	VANEL - Parish Picnic Printing
	5.00

	Rackhams - 2016/17 Internal Audit 
	192

	Clerk Salary August
	49.70

	PAYE August
	32.80


68/17
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS –
Resolved - To note that the next meeting would take place on the 11 September 2017 at 7:30 pm.
Signed:
_________________________

Dated:
_________________________
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